Lost in Wonder By Pastor Dan Milford
Charles Wesley (brother of the founder of
Methodism, John Wesley) was one of the great all-time
hymn writers. One of his many classics is “Love Divine,
All Loves Excelling.” It’s a gorgeous, soaring poem that is
now most typically set to the beautiful tune “Hyfrydol”
composed nearly a century later. The
closing verse is:
Finish, then, Thy new creation;
Pure and spotless let us be.
Let us see Thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in Thee;
Changed from glory into glory,
Till in Heav’n we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before Thee,
Lost in wonder, love, and praise.
It yearns for the time when God
restores creation (see Isaiah 65:17-25,
Revelation 21) to its perfected state and
references Revelation 4:10 where the
elders cast their crowns before the throne of God. Wesley
imagines being lost in wonder at that point.
The popular contemporary Christian song, “I Can
Only Imagine,” by MercyMe never uses the word “wonder,”
but like Wesley’s classic hymn is filled with wonder at
the thought of being in God’s presence. I am, too. But in
this odd time of lockdown because of the pandemic, I’m
finding wonder doesn’t have to wait.
At the same time that our country was being
plunged into the hell of the Civil War, English poet Alfred
Tennyson wrote the poem “Flower in the Crannied Wall.”
Flower in the crannied wall,
I pluck you out of the crannies,
I hold you here, root and all, in my hand,
Little flower—but if I could understand
What you are, root and all, all in all,
I should know what God and man is.
Using the phone app “Seek” by iNaturalist, I’ve
now logged nearly 75 species of wildflowers, mostly within
about a mile of our house. In addition, I’ve logged another
20 species of a variety of other types of life: insects, spiders,
mammals, snails, millipedes, a reptile, and a bird. With

my “office desk” being in our master bedroom facing out
to our backyard, I watch life come right to the window
in a variety of forms. The triangulate combfoot spider
inhabiting a corner of my window has disappeared, but
she left behind an egg sack I wait to see open.
Day by day I find that not only
does my wonder about the world to come
escape my imagination, the present world
does, too! In bits and pieces, I’m learning
more about the species that inhabit my
minute corner of the earth. Just learning
their names is enough for now. But I
wonder at their interactions. I wonder at
what secrets they hold, what medicines
might be derived from them, what lessons
about life they might teach us.
With Tennyson, I realize that I
could take a simple flower and never run
out of questions about it. To know just one
flower completely would require more knowledge than
that contained by the entire scientific community about
chemistry, molecular biology, ecology, the development
of life on earth, and the history of the universe, to name
a few fields. In the process, we’d come to know God and
ourselves more deeply.
For now, I simply allow wonder to grow in my life.
I’ve found wonder to have fantastic travel companions.
For me, that’s included gratitude and trust.
I have no idea how this pandemic will complicate
our lives more. I can’t begin to predict how it will play out
over the next two years. I don’t know how it will transform
the way we live, interact, and support each other in
community.
But these things I know: God is the author of life.
Life is flourishing in the midst of this chaos. God will be
with us until the end of the age. God has purpose and
meaning for our lives that is greater than the difficulties
we are facing. The Church is still God’s primary tool for
sharing the good news of his grace for the world in Christ.
And we are still a part of that!
Grace & Peace, Dan

We have a new banner gracing the front of our port au coche facing I-410 to send an uplifting message to all
who pass by our church each day. It also provides an opportunity for us to engage in a little congregational fun!
If you’re able to get out and about, however cautiously, swing by the church sometime, take a selfie in front of
the sign, and post it to our Facebook page! This will provide us with smiles as we interact with one another’s
photos and begin preparing ourselves for the day when we can meet together again in worship.
Additionally, some beautification projects around the church exterior and grounds are being planned for the
near future, so keep an eye out for additional ways to safely engage on our campus as we await the time for
reopening.

wine or grape juice to use as the elements in
the service as you take communion at home.
We will include the liturgy for communion in
the worship service that day and guide you into
receiving the elements on your own. While we
look forward to the day when we can share
in this holy meal together in the sanctuary,
we are grateful to be able to hear the words
of institution, be reminded of the depth of
God’s love for us, and be drawn virtually into a
We will have communion through our live- deeper sense of the community we share with
streamed service on Sunday, June 7, at 10:30 one another and the communion we share with
a.m. As a result, we encourage you each to Christ.
obtain either bread or crackers and either

Communion
on June 7

Donations during
the Pandemic
For the foreseeable future, we will
make deposits of checks received at
the church office once a month. Ismael
(our custodian who lives on the corner
of our church property) brings the mail
into Bethany’s locked office daily, so
checks are kept safe until they can be
deposited. During this phase of the pandemic, we plan
to make deposits on the fourth Wednesday of each
month.
If you are able to use Zelle for your giving to the church
during the next few months, know that will be the most
helpful way for the church to be able
to receive your giving and continue
using your gifts for the ministry of
our church.
Zelle can be downloaded as an app
or may be available through your
online banking. On Zelle, you can
find us through our linked email:
finance@covenantcares.org to be sure you get the
right Covenant Presbyterian Church. In making your
donation, when it asks “What’s this for?” please enter
“Operations,” “Missions,” or whatever designation that
you wish it to go towards.

One of the ways we mark time and order our lives is
through weekly worship. We continue to hold worship
each Sunday morning, streaming it on Facebook Live.
The following day, videos of the sermon will be posted
on our new website www.covenantcares.org . You will
also find videos of weekly devotionals from elders
and staff of the church. If you have any difficulties
connecting to online worship, please feel free to call
the church office and leave a message. We will call you
back and help you to better connect.

www.covenantcares.org
Features:
• Videos of Sermons
• Videos of Weekly Devotionals
• Calendar of Events
• Zoom Links to Bible Studies
• Updates on Christian Education Opportunities
• Well-Being Articles and Videos
• Mission Information & Worship Info
• COVID-19 Updates
• Contact Info for Church Staff
• Other cool stuff...come check it out!

Fellowship—Brown Bag Zoom Lunches
Pastor Dan will host a relaxed gathering time each
Wednesday at noon during June on Zoom for coffee
and lunch conversations. This will be a time to simply
connect with one another, hear about each others’ joys
and challenges, and encourage each other through these
strange times. Let’s look forward to staying socially
connected while we are physically distanced from one
another.
The link is https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85623636174.
If you are joining by phone, use 346-248-7799 and
enter the meeting ID: 856 2363 6174.

Mission Focus Sunday—June 7
Make plans to join us on June 7 for a “virtual” Mission Focus
Sunday. We’ll hear from Stu Ross, missionary to Kenya
with the Outreach Foundation. Covenant has had a long
relationship with Stu, including two mission trips to Kenya
over a decade ago. We’ll enjoy a “Moment for Mission”
during the worship service for him to give a brief update
on the work taking place in Kenya at this time. During the
Sunday School hour, we’ll get to hear a longer presentation
and have some time for questions and answers. There will be
two ways to engage during the Sunday School hour:
1) by Zoom (go to our website www.covenantcares.org to
click on Zoom Link)
Meeting ID: 912 3591 2696
Password: 723266
2) by Facebook Live
http://www.facebook.com/Covenant.satx/live
Stu and Annie Ross serve as The Outreach Foundation’s East Africa Mission Consultants. Based in Kikuyu,
Kenya, they are responsible for partnering through the Mission Projects Committee of the Presbyterian Church
of East Africa (a denomination that is growing by 15% each year) in a ministry of building schools, churches,
and girls rescue centers as well as managing water projects. They also arrange for volunteer church groups to
come to Kenya and participate in the work of projects that they have helped fund. This gives U.S. churches an
opportunity to not only help financially but also to work side-by-side with Kenyan partners. While in the U.S.,
Stu speaks widely about God’s mission in East Africa, inviting new partners to share in this work.
Stu and Annie link U.S. congregations with East African partners to strengthen the church for God’s mission.
Through these efforts, over 300 churches and over 150 schools have been built, hundreds of girls have been
cared for and over 500 evangelists have been trained. Recently libraries have been added to several schools in
memory of Linda Ross, who greatly advocated for the education of the girl child.

This Summer, we explore the theme of God’s
faithfulness throughout the Bible focusing on stories
from the Old Testament. We will begin with the story
of Moses, allowing children to learn about him as a
baby, how he grows up to lead the slaves out of Egypt,
and when he shares God’s Ten Commandments with the
Hebrew people. The journey continues as the Hebrew
people enter the promised land. Children will learn
about the many people God calls to lead the people after
Moses including, Joshua, Samuel, David and Jeremiah.
Our Children’s Sunday School class features the God’s faithful voice will be heard through each of these
curriculum, “Growing in Grace & Gratitude”, which stories.
We hope that your child will join us on Sunday
helps transform the lives of children and those who love
them, shaped by grace and gratitude. Each session shares morning to learn about God’s grace and love for all
a Bible story that reveals God’s grace for us. Through through Jesus Christ!
fun, age-appropriate activities, and prayer, children will
celebrate the meaning of this grace in their lives as they For the Zoom link and password, please contact:
chad@covenantcares.org
encounter a living God.

Lectio Divina
Bible Study
Groups
ADULT BOOK DISCUSSION
Lectio Divina Bible Study Groups
Lectio Divina (“Divine Reading”) is a form of biblical
reading that is distinct from the academic study of a text.
It is a devotional approach in which the reader seeks to
let God speak through the text into their lives in order to
continue the Spirit’s work of transformation. Throughout
this process, our guiding question is “What do you want
me to hear today, God?”
We invite you to participate in one of the groups by
joining us via Zoom:
Tuesday afternoon (1:00 p.m.)
Cathy Monkman
Meeting ID: 933 2043 7735, Password: 881541
Tuesday evening (6:30 p.m.)
Chad Bosse
Meeting ID: 961 6414 3935, Password: covenant
Tuesday evening (7:00 p.m.
Dan Milford & Martha Wright
Meeting ID: 996 6469 8221, Password: 584332
Wednesday morning (10:00 a.m.)
Denise Haley
Meeting ID: 956 2656 8717, Password: 672332
Thursday evening (7:00 p.m.)
Jay Pitcher & Scott Simpson
Meeting ID: 933 6556 7445, Password: 495046
Saturday morning (6:30 a.m.)
Al Kissling & Jay Pitcher
Meeting ID: 998 7565 1984, Password: 659935
Also, feel free to go to our website
www.covenantcares.org
to click on a link to each Bible Study Group.

The Soul’s Slow Ripening:
12 Celtic Practices for Seeking the Sacred
by Christine Valters Paintner
Join us each Sunday @ 11:45am by Zoom
Meeting ID: 957 3622 4609

Summer Series beginning June 14th
Stories Jesus Told: How to Read a Parable
by Greg Carey

Learn how to read, interpret,
and understand the parables of Jesus.
We love stories. That’s why we go
to movies, read books, and listen
to friends recount an experience.
That’s also why teachers use the
technique of storytelling to make
a difficult concept easier for us
to process. Jesus told stories, or
parables, for that very reason—
and to help us understand
how God wants us to live life.
Sometimes, however, stories like
the Good Samaritan and the
Prodigal Son can be interpreted in more than one way.
Even Bible scholars are divided on their meanings.
This summer, we hope you will join us as we explore six
of Jesus’ parables, looking for ways to understand them
and incorporate them in our daily life.
Join us each Sunday morning at 9:30AM by Zoom:
Meeting ID: 912 3591 2696
Password: 723266
Visit our website www.covenantcares.org
to click on a direct link to Zoom.

May’s Month Long
Mental Health Celebration
Celebrating May Mental Health Month was
one of the first ways in which Covenant’s Beautiful
Minds Coalition reached out to the congregation and
introduced our new ministry. This year, because of
changes brought about by Covid-19, our observation
looked a little different. One amazing aspect of this year’s
events is that, just like so many other parts of our lives,
we keep on keeping on by finding ways to adapt to our
present socially-distanced world.
As in the past, you will find a greater number of mental health posts on Covenant’s
Facebook page as well as other messages to promote awareness. You may have read or heard
about concerns for the mental health of frontline medical workers, other essential employees,
and so many others who have reached the point where they need some help to cope with
their situations and work out a way to keep their lives together as best as they can.
BMC’s campaigns to break the stigma of mental illness and raise awareness of the facts
we all need to know now and in future months when we are faced with unknowns in so
many aspects of our lives. Be sure to go to our church website to see all of our Mental Health
Awareness posts and well-being devotionals by church elders and staff.

The really good news we are able to report from the
financial front is that we applied for and received
a Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) Loan for
$56,000. As you likely know, that portion of the
loan used for payroll, utilities, and mortgage
obligations will be converted into a grant once we
provide required documentation. The remainder
will continue as a loan at 1% interest to be repaid
by April 17, 2022.
Congregational response in giving during the pandemic has been very strong, judging by
the deposits we have been able to make through the end of April. Your steadiness in giving
throughout this pandemic will help us immeasurably as we strive to discover new ways to
be the church in a radically changed environment. As we have previously communicated,
checks mailed to the church office are stored securely until the fourth Wednesday of the
month, when they are deposited. Those who give by Zelle provide the church with immediate
access to their donations, which many have begun to do. If you have questions about how to
setup Zelle, contact the finance team at Finance@covenantcares.org.
While contribution statements were not provided after the first quarter, the Stewardship and
Finance Ministry Team has committed to provide contribution statements early in July.

Covenant Presbyterian Church
211 Roleto Drive
San Antonio, Texas 78213
Website:
Email:
Phone:

www.covenantcares.org
office@covenantcares.org
210-342-5253

Nonprofit
Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
San Antonio, Texas
Permit No. 1091

Return service requested

• Church News by Email – We send an email several times a month
to inform members and friends on church news and events. Email
office@covenantcares.org to have your email added to the list.
• NEW Website: www.covenantcares.org - See recorded sermon videos,
weekly devotionals, access to event calendar, and many cool features.
• Watch Live Worship Services on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/covenant.satx/
• Prayer Chain – send an email to covenantprayerchain211@gmail.com

