
Preparing for Blizzards, Winter, and Mini Ice Ages By Pastor Dan Milford

God led the prophet Jeremiah to perform an odd act 
of street theater to make a point to the people of Judah 
and the surrounding countries. Jeremiah was to make 
a yoke and wear it around his neck (Jeremiah 27:2) to 
help make the point that God was giving Judah and its 
neighbors to serve the king of Babylon, his son, and his 
grandson. He insisted, “Bring your necks under the yoke 
of the king of Babylon, and serve him and his people, 
and live” (Jer. 27:12). 
 Th is was hard news to hear, though, so the prophet 
Hananiah proclaimed news that was more comfortable 
to the people. He promised that God would break the 
yoke of Babylon and bring the exiles from Judah back to 
Jerusalem within two years (28:2-3). He even engaged in 
some street theater of his own to make the point, taking 
the yoke off  of Jeremiah and breaking it (28:10). 
 Th e comfortable news, though, was grounded in 
wishful thinking rather than reality. Jeremiah’s prophecy 
would prove correct, and the people would spend 70 
years in Babylon before returning from exile. Jeremiah 
spoke to prepare them for that reality: “Build houses and 
live in them; plant gardens and eat what they produce. 
Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for 
your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that 
they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, do 
not decrease. But seek the welfare of the city where I 
have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its 
behalf, for in its welfare you will fi nd your welfare.” 
 Th e amazing story of the Jewish period of exile 
is that their life with God and practices of faith were 
utterly transformed. Th e faith forged in the ovens of 
exile shaped a community that has endured to this day. 
Th at’s all the more remarkable considering that the 
faiths of the ancient Babylonians, Egyptians, Assyrians, 
Greeks, and Romans (not to mention the smaller people 
groups) have all been on the dust heap of history for a 
dozen centuries or more. 
 Th e Praxis Journal published an article at the 
beginning of this pandemic titled, “Leading Beyond the 

Blizzard: Why Every Organization Is Now a Startup” 
(available online). Its authors invite us to think about 
the diff erence between a blizzard, the season of winter, 
and a mini ice age. A blizzard is extremely severe winter 
weather and requires us to hunker down with provisions 
for a few days to a week while the harsh weather passes. 
 Th e season of winter, however, requires greater 
patience, as the days turn into months. During winter, 
you have to dress diff erently to leave the house, keep an 
eye on the changing weather, fi nd the best windows to 
be out, and simply understand that the warmth of spring 
and longer days are still a long way off . A mini ice age 
presents a diff erent kind of challenge. Crops may fail, 
the length of “winter” extends beyond anything we’ve 
ever experienced, and we have to develop totally new 
patterns for living. Th e pandemic, they assert, is like a 
mini ice age. 
 Th at’s hard news to hear. We wanted to believe 
it was a blizzard or at most a brief season, like a San 
Antonio winter. But it’s going to be longer. While 
Hananiah might encourage us to think that we’re just 
a few weeks or months away from COVID-19 receding 
into the background, Jeremiah would want us to deal 
with the reality that it’s going to be around for a while. 
He would also urge us to know that there is opportunity 
in this crisis. In a radically changed situation, we are 
encouraged to dig deeply into our faith, be open to God 
in more profound and consistent ways, and discover 
God’s Spirit reshaping us for not only enduring the crisis 
but also for being more vital and resilient for generations 
to come.  
 Th e present situation invites us to discover new 
and productive ways for using the forced solitude for 
discovering God’s leading in silence. It also challenges 
us to be creative about the myriad of ways still at our 
disposal in which we can reach out to others with the 
love of Christ.

Grace & Peace,
Dan 



Plan for Reopening
As San Antonio has begun to reopen, our process has become streamlined for determining when we can reopen. 
Covenant’s session has determined, both at its May and June stated meetings, that it is important for our church 
to use metrics recommended by the medical community to determine the responsible time to reopen. Now there 
are just two metrics we are watching to be able to open at a “Phase 2” level. 

• At least 28 days of consistently stable or declining onset of new confi rmed cases in Bexar County                 
(per https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/055ec707a95e462281a5f0dbaa752a63).

• At least 21 consecutive days of Texas being labeled yellow or green on www.covidexitstrategy.org including 
at least the last 10 days of being labeled green on that website. 

Th e fi rst metric focuses on our success in “fl attening the curve” in San Antonio. Th e second utilizes a balance of 
many factors (new cases, ICU availability, testing availability, etc.) to show when states are ready to reopen. 
While these metrics don’t give us the satisfaction of knowing when we will be able to reopen, they do help us 
track our progress. Dr. Anthony Fauci, the NAIAD Director, has observed, “You don’t make the timeline; the 
virus makes the timeline.” So we will continue to watch the above metrics over the coming weeks and months. 

If you have questions about these metrics or our progress toward reopening, please feel free to reach out to Pastor 
Dan by cell (210-428-9195) or email (dan.milford@covenantcares.org) or contact one of our session members. 
Meanwhile, let’s deepen our creativity and care for one another and show our love to a broken and hurting world 
as we walk through a pandemic that is now clearly going to be a major factor in our lives for many months to 
come. Th e church has oft en discovered new avenues for faithful living in challenging times like these. 

Graduate Recognition Parade
Many thanks to the congregation for coming out to 
celebrate some of our 2020 Graduates in a car parade! 
Th ere were quite a few unique decorations, honking 
horns, and many cheers for these graduates and their 
families!
 We look forward to recognizing all of our 2020 
Graduating Seniors during worship. We’ll be sure to 
communicate that date with the congregation as soon as 
it is fi nalized.

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/055ec707a95e462281a5f0dbaa752a63
http://www.covidexitstrategy.org
mailto:dan.milford@covenantcares.org


www.covenantcares.org

Features:
• Videos of Sermons
• Videos of Weekly Devotionals
• Calendar of Events
• Zoom Links to Bible Studies
• Updates on Christian Education Opportunities
• Well-Being Articles and Videos
• Mission Information & Worship Info
• COVID-19 Updates
• Contact Info for Church Staff 
• Other cool stuff ...come check it out!

Communion
on July 5

For the third month, we will be having communion as 
a congregation during this pandemic via our streamed 
service. Please make plans to have some type of 
bread or cracker and grape juice or wine available in 
your home if you wish to participate. As we await the 
abating of the pandemic, we continue *our worship of 
God, our commitment to his mission in Christ, and 
our openness to his grace as we receive it by the Spirit 
through this holy meal we share together. Should you 
or someone you know who has not been baptized or 
who does not have a church home join us in the meal, 
please encourage them to reach out to Pastor Dan by 
phone.  

Donations during 
the Pandemic
For the foreseeable future, we will 
make deposits of checks received at 
the church offi  ce once a month. Ismael 
(our custodian who lives on the corner 
of our church property) brings the mail 
into Bethany’s locked offi  ce daily, so 
checks are kept safe until they can be 
deposited. During this phase of the pandemic, we plan 
to make deposits on the fourth Wednesday of each 
month. 

If you are able to use Zelle for your giving to the church 
during the next few months, know that will be the most 

helpful way for the church to be able 
to receive your giving and continue 
using your gift s for the ministry of 
our church.  

Zelle can be downloaded as an app 
or may be available through your 
online banking. On Zelle, you can 
fi nd us through our linked email: 

fi nance@covenantcares.org to be sure you get the 
right Covenant Presbyterian Church. In making your 
donation, when it asks “What’s this for?” please enter 
“Operations,” “Missions,” or whatever designation that 
you wish it to go towards. 

One of the ways we mark time and order our lives is 
through weekly worship. We continue to hold worship 
each Sunday morning, streaming it on Facebook Live. 
Th e following day, videos of the sermon will be posted 
on our new website www.covenantcares.org .  You will 
also fi nd videos of weekly devotionals from elders 
and staff  of the church.  If you have any diffi  culties 
connecting to online worship, please feel free to call 
the church offi  ce and leave a message.  We will call you 
back and help you to better connect.

http://www.covenantcares.org
mailto:nance@covenantcares.org
http://www.covenantcares.org


Growing in Grace & Gratitude
Sundays @ 9:30am

*Please note:  Th ere will be 
no Sunday School on July 5th 

Our Children’s Sunday School class features the 
curriculum, “Growing in Grace & Gratitude”, which 
helps transform the lives of children and those who love 
them, shaped by grace and gratitude. Each session shares 
a Bible story that reveals God’s grace for us. Th rough 
fun, age-appropriate activities, and prayer, children will 
celebrate the meaning of this grace in their lives as they 
encounter a living God.
 Th is Summer, we explore the theme of God’s 
faithfulness throughout the Bible focusing on stories 
from the Old Testament. We will begin with the story of 
Moses, allowing children to learn about him as a baby, 
how he grows up to lead the slaves out of Egypt, and when 
he shares God’s Ten Commandments with the Hebrew 
people. Th e journey continues as the Hebrew people 
enter the promised land. Children will learn about the 
many people God calls to lead the people aft er Moses 
including, Joshua, Samuel, David and Jeremiah. God’s 
faithful voice will be heard through each of these stories. 
We hope that your child will join us on Sunday morning 
to learn about God’s grace and love for all through Jesus 
Christ!

For the Zoom link and password, please contact:
chad@covenantcares.org

Staycation Bible School 2020
For Elementary Age Children

Feet Th at Follow: “Awesome are YOUR feet! 
Th ey carry God’s love wherever you go!”

Weekly, beginning July 12th!

Th is summer, we invite elementary age children to 
go on an exciting journey where we will travel with 
Jesus and explore what it means to share God’s love 
wherever we go (even if it’s at home)! Over the course 
of fi ve weeks, we will explore a place where Jesus once 
traveled: a lake, a boat, a quiet place, an upper room, 
and the world! Children will be invited to take several 
“excursions” where you will explore these stories with 
your family through arts, craft s, science & games. All of 
this can be done with common materials and resources 
found at your home!

Participants will be invited to gather together each 
week to share their work with one another and to 
discuss the week’s lesson.

If you would like to participate in this year’s 
Staycation Bible School, please contact Chad Bosse 

(chad@covenantcares.org) by July 12th. 
Friends and neighbors are always welcome to join!

Th e City of San Antonio wants to hear about the impact that 
COVID-19 has had on you, your loved ones, and your community! 
Th is survey will help us understand whether you’ve been directly 
or indirectly impacted by the disease, and your experiences with 
getting tested, social distancing, risk of exposure, as well as 
symptoms and illness. Even if you’ve never had COVID-19 or tried to get tested, your response to the survey is 
VITAL! Many parts of our community, such as Hispanic/Latino(a)s, African-Americans, and those experiencing 
income hardship are disproportionately impacted by COVID-19 and the severe illness it brings. Your voice will 
have a major impact in how we work to win the battle against COVID-19. 

To take the survey, https://es.surveymonkey.com/r/SAREL

mailto:chad@covenantcares.org
mailto:chad@covenantcares.org
https://es.surveymonkey.com/r/SAREL


Lectio Divina 
Bible Study 
Groups

Lectio Divina Bible Study Groups

Lectio Divina (“Divine Reading”) is a form of biblical 
reading that is distinct from the academic study of a text. 
It is a devotional approach in which the reader seeks to 
let God speak through the text into their lives in order to 
continue the Spirit’s work of transformation. Th roughout 
this process, our guiding question is “What do you want 
me to hear today, God?”
 Th is summer, our Lectio Divina Bible Study 
Groups will be exploring selected texts found in the book 
of Acts. Each of our groups are open groups, meaning 
anyone can join at any time. We would love to have you 
engage in this study with us!
 We invite you to participate in one of the groups 
by joining us via Zoom:

Tuesday aft ernoon (1:00 p.m.)
Cathy Monkman
Meeting ID: 933 2043 7735, Password: 881541

Tuesday evening (6:30 p.m.)
Chad Bosse
Meeting ID: 961 6414 3935, Password: covenant

Tuesday evening (7:00 p.m.)
Dan Milford & Martha Wright
Meeting ID: 996 6469 8221, Password: 584332

Wednesday morning (10:00 a.m.)
Denise Haley
Meeting ID: 956 2656 8717, Password: 672332

Th ursday evening (7:00 p.m.)
Jay Pitcher & Scott Simpson
Meeting ID: 933 6556 7445, Password: 495046

Men’s Saturday 6:30AM Morning Zoom Bible 
Study -Men are welcome to join us for study and fellowship 
on Saturday mornings!  Led by Al Kissling & Jay Pitcher
Meeting ID: 998 7565 1984, Password: 659935

Adult Summer Series 
continues through July 26

Stories Jesus Told: How to Read a Parable 
by Greg Carey

Learn how to read, interpret, 
and understand the parables of Jesus.

Please note: 
No Sunday School on July 5th

Learn how to read, interpret, and 
understand the parables of Jesus.
We love stories. Th at’s why we go 
to movies, read books, and listen 
to friends recount an experience. 
Th at’s also why teachers use the 
technique of storytelling to make 
a diffi  cult concept easier for us 
to process. Jesus told stories, or 
parables, for that very reason—
and to help us understand 
how God wants us to live life. 
Sometimes, however, stories like the Good Samaritan 
and the Prodigal Son can be interpreted in more than one 
way. Even Bible scholars are divided on their meanings. 
 Th is summer, we hope you will join us as 
we explore six of Jesus’ parables, looking for ways to 
understand them and incorporate them in our daily life.

Join us each Sunday morning at 9:30AM by Zoom:
Meeting ID: 912 3591 2696

Password: 723266
Visit our website  www.covenantcares.org 

to click on a direct link to Zoom.

http://www.covenantcares.org


BUT I CAN’T GO ANYWHERE!!!!
Even before Covid-19, it was well-documented that social 
isolation is associated with “adverse health consequences 
including depression, poor sleep quality, impaired executive 
function, accelerated cognitive decline, poor cardiovascular 
function and impaired immunity.”  In a time when not being 
isolated can have even more serious consequences, what can 
we do to not feel alone? Here are some strategies that we can 
use to help us feel connected.

• Take your cars to lunch – Bring or pick up a lunch 
and, with a friend, park in a driveway, parking lot, or 
park where you can eat lunch or have coff ee while everyone is sitting in folding chairs behind 
their cars, chatting while socially-distanced.

• Talk on the phone – For some of us it may seem radical if we are used to texting for everyday 
communication. An actual conversation is refreshing. Make a call, don’t wait for someone to 
call you.

• Mail cards and notes to friends who are also isolated. Do this with several people and you 
could start something!

• If you have learned to get on Zoom or other online meeting rooms, or are comfortable having 
someone teach you, you can chat face-to-face with a friend, have a meal together, have coff ee 
together, or even a Happy Hour. 

• Read a book or, even better, talk with friends about reading the same book, and you could 
have a car-side or online book club.

• Work on a craft  project, either an old favorite or something new.
• Make some of your favorite recipes to share. You can share by leaving food on a friend’s 

porch or by calling them to pick up a treat from your porch.
• Write down some of those great recipes that people keep asking you for. You can share them 

when you’re fi nished or wait until it’s okay to meet in person.
• Put together a cookbook of recipe favorites for family and friends. You can have it copied 

later and give it for birthday or Christmas gift s. If you don’t have a way to type it, collaborate 
with a friend who does.

• Get outside every day. You could take a neighborhood walk or just sit out on the porch or 
balcony and enjoy the fresh air. If you are in front, you might see a neighbor for a wave and 
a long-distance hello.

• Make sure you do not spend too much time watching the news and get bogged down in 
negativity.

• Organize all those pictures or collectibles you’ve been meaning to get to. You can order 
albums online or get them later. You might fi nd something that would make you want to call 
a friend or family member.

If you fi nd yourself feeling overwhelmed, reach out for help. Call a friend or a contact from Covenant. 
Counseling and therapy is available in the community online or over the telephone. If you are in 
crisis, call 911 and tell them that you have a mental health emergency. 

Keeping your mind and body busy will let you stay connected. You may discover that a friend or 
family member could use your tips for not feeling lonely. Helping someone else makes you feel 
better too!



Beauty is in the Air!
Spring cleaning, improving curb appeal, sprucing up, 
beautifying.  Whatever it's called, many of us have been 
doing various home improvement projects during the 
COVID-19 shutdown. Projects have also been going 
on at the church, inside and out, and it is really looking 
BEAUTIFUL!
 Ismael Palomino, our wonderful custodian of 
nearly 20 years, has been the only person in the building 
for the past 3 months.  He has made the most of having 
the building available to do some deep cleaning and has 
been shampooing carpets, stripping and waxing fl oors, 
cleaning walls, washing windows, etc. (a lot of "etc."), 
along with picking up the mail every day and keeping an 
eye on things around the church.  
 Beautifi cation began outside the church in mid-
May, when the fl ower bed at the Loop 410 entrance was 
refreshed to prepare for placing the "BE ENCOURAGED. 
BE JOYFUL. YOU ARE LOVED!" banner out front. 
Taking a fresh look all around the outside of the church 
and thinking about how we are doing various projects 
at our own homes, the ball started rolling on a campus-
wide 2020 Beautifi cation Project.   
 Th ese observations also revealed that for decades 
our dear friend Armando Vazquez gave so much of his 
time to care for the lawn, the landscaping, and many 
other things around the church.  Armando passed away 
in January due to a head injury aft er a fall, and his absence 
created an even greater awareness of the need for some 
beautifi cation.
 So Jim Douthit, our Elder Representative for the 
Maintenance and Technology Ministry, and Jay Pitcher, 
our Elder Representative for Planning, made a "to-do" 
list of things volunteers could do fairly easily - things like 
power washing the building, sidewalks, curbing and light 
pole bases; more plantings; touch-up painting; spreading 
topsoil; and even some trench digging to help prepare 
for irrigation system repairs.   Jim is a construction 
professional and took on beautifi cation of the steeple 
himself.   He also hired a professional landscaper to 
beautify the trees and bushes around the building and 
clean up the fence line.  
 Every Saturday morning in June, and at various 
times on weekdays during the month, the "Beautiful 
People Team" (named by Jim) has been at work.  Week by 
week, our campus is being transformed into a welcoming, 
lovely environment that truly will be at its "Sunday Best" 
when the time comes for us to return to Sunday worship, 
and for all the Sunday guests and the people who use our 
building during the week. 
 Many thanks to our "Beautiful People Team" as 
of publication of this article:   Jim Douthit, Don Clark, 

Demarius Douthit, Joe Fielder, Mike Flinn, Laura and 
Milton Glueck, Denise (who was also team "Talent Scout" 
and Volunteer Coordinator) and Joe Haley, David Moser, 
Scott and Alessandra Simpson, Gordon Smith, and 
Martha Wright.  Th ey have enjoyed the camaraderie and 
seeing the results of their eff orts, week by week.  While 
not able to participate yet in June, Beverly Burris, Gabriel 
Durand-Hollis, Tom Eisenhut, Richard Galloway, Frank 
Palladino, Jay Pitcher, and our Gardening team have put 
in many hours at our church over the years taking care of 
many repairs, remodels, and beautifi cation projects. 
 We expect to have most of the "to-do" list for this 
phase of the project done by the end of June, weather 
permitting.  We also know that we may not fi nish 
everything and that there are a couple of projects beyond 
the scope of what 
we can do now, so 
this is defi nitely a 
work in progress.  
 If you're 
out and about, 
stop by the church 
and drive around 
the campus to see 
the progress. Th e 
Community and 
Prayer Gardens are 
looking beautiful, 
too!  Be sure and 
check them out. 
 Also, if you 
would like to help 
with this project 
fi nancially, simply 
write a check and indicate "For Beautifi cation" on the 
subject line.  Th ere are some extra expenses for supplies, 
and we'd love for you to help in this special way if you 
can. Th ank you for your support!  

B e  e n c ou r a g e d .  B e  j o y f u l .  You  a re  l o v e d !



Congratulations 2020 Seniors!
Th is spring has been a unique journey for the class of 2020. Th e conclusion of the 2020 academic year was not one 
that you (or any of us) had expected. Th ough those expectations changed in regard to graduating this year, the 
faith community of Covenant Presbyterian Church celebrates your hard work and latest academic achievement!

Paul writes in the book of Colossians:
“For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking that you may be fi lled 
with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may lead lives worthy of 
the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. 
May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to 
endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the 
kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” – Colossians 1:9-14

To our Unique Graduates:  
We look forward to the day where we are able to celebrate with you in person. Until then, know that our 
community of Covenant Presbyterian Church continues to lift  you up in prayer as you begin the next steps in 
your life’s journey.





High School Senior Graduation Albums & Bibles
One of the ways in which we have traditionally lift ed up our High School 
graduates, is by providing the opportunity for our congregation to write well-
wishes and blessings in picture albums. Oft en, these are located in the Narthex 
for a few weeks at the end of the academic year.
 Th is year, as our campus remains closed, we invite the congregation 
to send your uplift ing well-wishes and an encouraging Bible Verse through 
e-mail to Chad Bosse (chad@covenantcares.org) by Wednesday, July 8th. Th ese 
messages to Michael Manibusan and Tess Pitcher will be uniquely combined 
and placed in their graduation albums. Th e encouraging Bible Verse will be highlighted in a Bible that will also 
be given to these High School Graduates (along with their album). Please be sure to include your name with your 
message.

Example:  
“Congratulations on graduating! May you be fi lled with God’s love!”

Matthew 5:6
Johnny Smith

Th ank you in advance for helping us uplift  these High School Graduates in a meaningful way!

Congratulations Carrie Winebrenner!
We are excited to share that Carrie Winebrenner has 
graduated from Austin Presbyterian Th eological Seminary 
with a Masters of Divinity degree! In addition to her degree, 
she was honored with the Donald Capps Award for Pastoral 
Care.
 Before beginning seminary, Carrie had been a part 
of Covenant’s ministry for many years. Carrie was a founding 
leader of our Beautiful Minds Coalition, helping to establish 
this critically important ministry in our church.  We were 
blessed for many years as she shared her gift  of music by 
singing and leading worship with Covenant’s Praise Band. 
On many Sunday mornings, Covenant’s High School youth 
were blessed to have her lead Sunday School in unique and 
culturally-relevant ways. In addition to leading Sunday 
School, Carrie was an adult sponsor for several gatherings 
and trips, including Midwinters, mission trips to South Texas, 
and the Presbyterian Youth Triennium with our youth. She 
notes that the Presbyterian Youth Triennium trip in 2016 was 
infl uential in helping her to pursue her call to ministry at 
Austin Presbyterian Th eological Seminary.
 When asked what memory from Covenant that she 
will be taking forward with her into her life of ministry, she 
says, “Th e most impactful Covenant memory for me was 
the care, giving and elbow grease that was poured into and 
upon the Welcome Center in McAllen. It was uncomfortable, 
it was diffi  cult, and it was exactly where we needed to be in 
that moment. Th at’s the Church with a big C, and it’s where 
Covenant once again proved to be the hands and feet of 
Christ, in person, in spirit, and in love.”
 Carrie has accepted a 2-year call as Resident Pastor 
to First Presbyterian in Fort Wayne, Indiana. Her expected 
ordination will occur in the Spring of 2021 (if all goes 
as planned!). She writes that “FPC Fort Wayne is a large 
downtown church in a smaller but diverse city so I am really 
looking forward to the challenges and opportunities that 
exist in terms of racial, fi nancial, and generational relations…
especially in the time of physical distancing.”

 Covenant celebrates Carries call to ministry and looks 
forward to hearing about the ways in which she and First 
Presbyterian Church of Fort Wayne are able to share Christ’s 
love in the world together. If you would like to express a direct 
and personal word of encouragement to Carrie, you can reach 
out to her via e-mail: PastoralCarrie@gmail.com 
 Congratulations, Carrie! May God continue to lead 
and guide you in loving others during this exciting time of 
ministry!

mailto:chad@covenantcares.org
mailto:PastoralCarrie@gmail.com


One Great Hour of Sharing 
By: Janice Shute

Ordinarily, Easter Sunday is the time when we 
would contribute to the Presbyterian Church’s One 
Great Hour of Sharing.  Because of the COVID-19 
Pandemic and church closure, that time has been 
delayed until July.  Th ere will be a presentation of 
this cause July 26 on our worship streaming.  Th ere 
will also be a letter in the mail explaining this sharing 
and how you may contribute.  You should look for 
this letter around the middle of the month of July.

One Great Hour of Sharing off ering  supports 
eff orts to relieve hunger through the Presbyterian 
Hunger Program, promote development through 
Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development 
of  People, and assist in areas of disaster through 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.

Zoom Meeting ID: 859 0434 2574



Special Limited Edition 
Face Covers Available Soon!

We're all wearing face covers - it's the right thing 
to do to keep everyone safe.  So we thought it 
would be fun to have one specially made for us 
that sends the message of encouragement, joy 
and love that people see when they drive in front 
of the church and see our banner.  
 Our cost for the face covers is $9.00 each.  
If you'd like to have one, let us know!  Yours can 
be mailed or delivered to you, and we'll also be 
setting up a "drive-through" pickup at church 
when we receive our order.  
 Wearing this face cover during the week 
will send a message of encouragement, joy and 
love to everyone we encounter and invite a 
conversation with the people who see it about 
how we can still be encouraged and joyful and 
reminded that we're loved.  (It could even lead 
to questions about our church and an invitation 
from you to check us out!)  And, when the 
time comes for us to gather again for worship 
- whenever that time is - we can wear them to 
church and share that message with one another.  

For more information, 
call or email Denise Haley or contact the 
church offi  ce offi  ce@covenantcares.org.  

Th e Stewardship & Finance Ministry Team wishes to 
express ongoing gratitude to the congregation for its 
faithful contributions during this time of pandemic. 
While total giving through May is slightly behind 
our budgeted giving year-to-date, receipt of the 
Paycheck Protection Program grant has helped keep 
our cash fl ow strong as we move into the summer 
months. Second quarter contribution statements 
will be mailed out in mid-July, with a further update 
on our fi nances at that time. Meanwhile, many 
thanks for your continued giving by Zelle and by 
check. Please remember that we deposit checks on 
the fourth Wednesday of each month. Th ank you for 
your support of God’s ministry through Covenant!

Fellowship—Brown Bag Zoom Lunches
Pastor Dan will host a relaxed gathering time each 
Wednesday at noon during July on Zoom for coff ee 
and lunch conversations. Th is will be a time to simply 
connect with one another, hear about each others’ joys 
and challenges, and encourage each other through these 
strange times. Let’s look forward to staying socially 
connected while we are physically distanced from one 
another.

Th e link is https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85623636174.
If you are joining by phone, use 346-248-7799 and 

enter the meeting ID: 856 2363 6174.

mailto:ce@covenantcares.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85623636174


Something to feel good about! By Mission Ministry

Covid-19 can’t keep our Missions Team from doing God’s work, both here and abroad. If anything, 
we’ve upped the ante during this time of need.

Here is a short list of what we, through your generosity, have given as a church so far this year:

• $500 to PCUSA for the Christmas Joy Off ering, supporting retired ministers.

• $300 each to the following mission partners: SA Rescue Mission, LEI, Presbyterian Pan Am 
School, I Care SA, Austin Pres. Th eological Seminary

• $400 to John Knox Ranch

• $1500 to SAMMinistries

• $1250 to our own Pastor’s Benevolence fund

• $675 to Presbyterian Cluster Habitat fund

• $5400 to the San Antonio Foodbank. Because we had to close our Food Pantry temporarily, 
we’ve re-designated the funds we would normally spend on our Food Pantry each month as 
funds for the SA Food Bank. Additionally, one of our Covenant families donated their stimulus 
money to the Food Bank. Such generosity!

• $3000 to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance: Syrian refugee assistance, Puerto Rico earthquake 
and Nashville tornado relief ($1000 each).

• $800 to Meals on Wheels, which feeds at-risk seniors and people with disabilities.

• $1500 to Outreach Foundation, Kenya. Stu Ross explained during the Mission Focus Sunday 
event on June 7th that, unlike here, in Kenya when people were expected to quarantine it meant 
shutting down the food markets. Even if people aren’t sick with the coronavirus, they could 
likely die of starvation because they can’t get food. Th e Outreach Foundation has other means 
of access and is currently feeding entire communities.

• $500 to Christian Assistance Ministry (CAM) and $500 to SAMM Transitional Living & 
Learning Center for school supplies for the 2020-2021 school year. Having money instead of a 
collection of school supplies will help them pivot when necessary since this upcoming school 
year is unpredictable thanks to Covid-19. Sending money gives them the most fl exibility.

• Fresh produce from our community garden, made possible 
by the green thumbs in our own congregation, is shared with 
the people at the SAMM TLLC. As the families at the TLLC 
learn how to get back on solid footing, they are given a place 
to live but are expected to buy their own food. Sharing our 
produce not only helps them extend their tight budgets but 
also ensures they get “homegrown” goodness and know that 
we care about them.

Th e Missions Team will meet again in August. Come join us! Send an email to offi  ce@covenantcares.
org to be added to our team list. We’d love to have you!



Mark Your Calendar

Online Piano Duo Concert

Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue 
& other works
August 8, 2020

1:00PM
More info to come on our website 

www.covenantcares.org at the end of July

http://www.covenantcares.org


 

 

A community mental health initiative. 

5TH Annual Pathways to Hope Conference 

 

Building partnerships between mental health care and faith 
communities to eliminate stigma and provide hope for mental wellness. 

 

National and International Expert 
Presenters 
 

Personal Testimonies of Hope: Living 
Well with a Mental Health Challenge  
 

Holistic Mental Wellness Approaches 
 

Community Training Opportunities  
and Mental Health Ministry Resources 
Establish Collaborative Partnerships 
with Community Stakeholders 

 

Your COVID19 Journey 
Living Well with a Mental Health 
Diagnosis 
Speaking to Faith and Mental 
Health 
Navigating a Mental Health Crisis 
   

VISIT WWW.PATHWAYSTOHOPE.NET  to register 
      FOR MORE INFO CONTACT: NAMI@NAMI-SAT.ORG 

5th Annual Pathways to Hope Conference is Virtual! 

Conference Highlights 
2020 Topics Highlights  

A Community Mental Health Initiative  

August 21 & 22, 2020 

mailto:NAMI@NAMI-SAT.ORG
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• Church News by Email – We send an email several times a month 
to inform members and friends on church news and events.  Email 
offi  ce@covenantcares.org to have your email added to the list.

• NEW Website:  www.covenantcares.org - See recorded sermon videos, 
weekly devotionals, access to event calendar, and many cool features.

• Watch Live Worship Services on Facebook
                   https://www.facebook.com/covenant.satx/
• Prayer Chain – send an email to covenantprayerchain211@gmail.com

http://www.covenantcares.org
mailto:ce@covenantcares.org
mailto:ce@covenantcares.org
http://www.covenantcares.org
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