
Class   #2—The   Bible   
  
  

I.  Opening   Prayer   
  

II.  What   are   some   examples   of   how   the   church   has   failed   to   live   out   its   
calling   (in   your   personal   experience   or   through   history)?   

--Slavery --Treatment   of   Native   Americans --Salem   witch   trials   
--Child   abuse --Treatment   of   women --Treatment   of   LGBTQIA   persons   
--Indulgences --Misuse   of   Power --Becoming   a   “business”   

  
III.  How   can   we   best   figure   out   what   it   means   to   be   a   isciple   of   Jesus   

Christ   in   San   Antonio,   TX   in   2015?   
--Prayer --Looking   to   church   history --Attentiveness   to   God   in   worship   
--Bible   Study --Receiving   the   sacraments --Serving   the   sick   &   poor   (Mt.   25)   
--Fasting --Dialogue   w/other   Xns. --Personal   relationship   w/Jesus   
--Solitude --Imitating   Jesus --Looking   to   church   leadership   

  
IV.  How   is   the   Bible   Authoritative?     

A. Is   it   inerrant?   Is   it   infallible?   These   are   largely   misguided   questions   of   another   era.   

B. For   the   Bible   to   be   authoritative,   some   things   are   needed:   

1. It   can   only   be   authoritative   for   those   who   read   and   study   it.   

2. Quantity   is   important—it’s   a   big   library   (“the   books”);   Quality   is   critical,   too.     

3. All   of   us   come   to   scripture   with   bias,   assumptions,   and   distorted   perspectives   that   
we   consider   The   Truth.   For   the   Bible   to   be   authoritative,   we   must   strive   to   let   it   
expose   those   things   and   challenge   them   with   truth   from   God.     

4. The   Bible   is   a   pair   of   glasses   or   a   bicycle   

a. Glasses—help   us   see   the   world   as   it   really   is   

b. Bicycles—help   us   experience   more   of   the   world   

c. Both—are   being   best   when   we’re   paying   less   attention   to   them   and   more   
attention   to   the   world.   We   use   them   to   attend   to   the   world   better.     

5. It   helps   to   use   the   approach   of   “Biblical   Authority   and   Interpretation”   

    

 



from    “Biblical   Authority   And   Interpreta�on”    (1982)   

see    h�p://www.pcusa.org/media/uploads/_resolu�ons/scripture-use.pdf     

  

One   cannot   expect   to   use   the   Bible   in   a   posi�ve   way   for   guidance   and   direc�on   in   the   midst   of   
controversy   if   one   is   not   accustomed   to   using   it   for   guidance   and   direc�on   in   daily   lives,   both   individually   
and   corporately.   In   fact,   a   more   faithful   and   constant   reading   of   Scripture   might   provoke   more   and   not   
less   controversy.   Nor   should   this   be   something   to   be   afraid   of.   Controversy   is   a   part   of   life   and   growth;   it   
may   give   us   the   experience   of   struggling   together   with   Scripture   in   an   authen�c   and   helpful   way.   For   
these   purposes,   the   following   guidelines   are   offered.   

1.   Be   guided   by   the   basic   rules   for   the   interpreta�on   of   Scripture   that   are   summarized   from   the   Book   of   
Confessions.   

a.   Recognize   that   Jesus   Christ,   the   Redeemer,   is   the   center   of   Scripture.   The   redemp�ve   ac�vity   of   
God   is   central   to   the   en�re   Scripture.   The   Old   Testament   themes   of   the   covenant   and   the   
messiah   tes�fy   to   this   ac�vity.   In   the   center   of   the   New   Testament   is   Jesus   Christ:   the   Word   
made   flesh,   the   fulfillment   of   Israel's   messianic   hope,   and   the   promise   of   the   Kingdom.   It   is   to   
Christ   that   the   church   witnesses.   When   interpre�ng   Scripture,   keeping   Christ   in   the   center   aids   
in   evalua�ng   the   significance   of   the   problems   and   controversies   that   always   persist   in   the   
vigorous,   historical   life   of   the   church.   

b.   Let   the   focus   be   on   the   plain   text   of   Scripture,   to   the   gramma�cal   and   historical   context,   rather   
than   to   allegory   or   subjec�ve   fantasy.   

c.   Depend   upon   the   guidance   of   the   Holy   Spirit   in   interpre�ng   and   applying   God's   message.   
d.   Be   guided   by   the   doctrinal   consensus   of   the   church,   which   is   the   rule   of   faith.   
e.   Let   all   interpreta�ons   be   in   accord   with   the   rule   of   love,   the   two-fold   commandment   to   love   God   

and   to   love   our   neighbor.   
f.   Remember   that   interpreta�on   of   the   Bible   requires   earnest   study   in   order   to   establish   the   best   

text   and   to   interpret   the   influence   of   the   historical   and   cultural   context   in   which   the   divine   
message   has   come.   

g.   Seek   to   interpret   a   par�cular   passage   of   the   Bible   in   light   of   all   the   Bible.   

2.   Recognize   that   individual   percep�ons   of   the   truth   are   always   limited   and   therefore   not   absolutely   
authorita�ve.   

3.   Realize   that   points   of   view   are   condi�oned   by   points   of   viewing.   Try   to   see   the   issues   from   the   
perspec�ve   of   others.   Seek   to   iden�fy   what   each   one   is   trying   to   preserve   and   defend.   Ask   whether   
these   elements   could   be   preserved   in   ways   that   would   lead   toward   mutual   understanding.   

4.   The   preached   word   must   inform   the   study   of   the   wri�en   word.   The   search   for   truth   includes   the   life   
of   public   prayer   and   worship.   

5.   In   the   immediate   situa�on   when   controversy   arises,   locate   areas   of   agreement   and   disagreement:   

http://www.pcusa.org/media/uploads/_resolutions/scripture-use.pdf


a.   Is   there   agreement   as   to   what   biblical   passages   are   relevant   to   the   contemporary   issues?   If   not,   
can   all   passages   be   dealt   with   by   all   the   par�es   concerned?   

b.   Is   there   agreement   as   to   the   meaning   of   those   texts   in   their   original   se�ng?   
c.   Is   there   agreement   as   to   how   these   texts   should   be   applied   to   the   present   situa�on?    If   not,   

discuss   the   means   by   which   the   various   applica�ons   have   been   made.   Are   there   different   
methods   of   interpreta�on   being   used?   Are   there   different   presupposi�ons   that   need   to   be   
discussed   and   clarified?   

d.   Is   there   agreement   as   to   what   the   Chris�an   tradi�on   in   general   and   the   Reformed   tradi�on   in   
par�cular,   as   reflected   in   the   Book   of   Confessions,   have   taught   concerning   this   issue?   Are   
different   points   in   the   tradi�ons   being   used?   

6.   When   there   are   poten�ally   long-term   controversies,   covenant   together   to   study   the   Bible   in   regard   
to   the   issue.   Plan   Bible   study   groups   where   opinions   differ.   The   following   procedure   may   be   used.   

a.   To   ensure   openness   to   hearing   the   whole   Bible   as   it   speaks   to   the   whole   issue,   hold   one   session   
where   all   par�cipants   introduce   a   passage   for   discussion   that   they   feel   is   relevant.   Bring   
contemporary   methods   of   Bible   study   to   bear   on   the   issues   by   using   speakers   and   other   
resources.   Study   the   complexity   of   the   issue   in   today's   society,   using   secular   as   well   as   
theological   materials.   

b.   To   ensure   that   the   Bible   is   heard   in   depth   and   leads   to   decision,   encourage   sub   groups   to   
specialize   in   one   biblical   passage,   theme,   or   book   as   it   relates   to   the   issues;   structure   a   debate   or   
forum   where   differences   of   interpreta�on   can   be   clarified;   decide   what   ac�ons   will   be   taken   
individually   or   by   groups   and   plan   how   to   support   this   ac�on.   When   approaching   a   biblical   
passage:   
(I)   Study   the   sense   that   the   language   makes.   Look   at   the   words   used,   the   sentence   structure,   

the   kind   of   wri�ng   (story,   debate,   poetry,   etc.).   
(2) Consider   what   the   passage   refers   to   in   that   par�cular   historical   situa�on.   
(3)   Consider   where   there   may   be   an   analogous   situa�on   today.   
(4)   Look   for   the   significance   of   the   text   for   the   present   situa�on   that   corresponds   to   the   

meaning   of   the   text   in   its   original   situa�on.   

7.   Together   try   to   determine   the   range   of   op�ons   that   are   open   to   the   church   for   speech   and   ac�on   in   
regard   to   the   contemporary   problem.   

8.   Rely   on   the   democra�c   processes   of   the   denomina�on   in   assemblies.   Use   the   established   channels   
of   communica�on   and   the   process   of   vo�ng   to   express   convic�on,   either   as   part   of   the   majority   or   
as   part   of   the   minority.   Be   willing   to   accept   decisions   and   welcome   the   con�nuing   advocacy   of   
minority   views.   

  


