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 Charles Page had a unique approach to 
celebrating his birthday. As the third wealthiest oilman 
in the Oklahoma a century ago, he was undoubtedly 
surrounded with people of considerable means and 
people who wanted to curry his favor. So it comes 
as no surprise that his birthday was the occasion for 
lavish gift -giving. 
 Th e surprise, though, is that he wasn’t the 
recipient of the gift s. He was the giver. Having lost his 
father when Charles was only 10, he knew something 
about being orphaned, about 
being poor, and about working 
long, hard hours in dangerous 
work to keep his mother and 
younger siblings from going 
hungry. He knew what it was 
like to be separated from one’s 
family in the early teenage years, 
a time when mentoring from 
one’s parents is so valuable in 
helping to make the transition 
from childhood to adulthood. 
His hope as an adult was to prevent other children 
from having to endure the hardships he had in his 
youth.
 Th e occasion of his birthday, then, was a time 
for Charles Page to show his gratitude to God by 
giving signifi cant gift s to people in need or to make the 
community he founded a better place for all people. 
Christmas is the day we celebrate the birth of Jesus. It is 
also a time when we give gift s to one another, because 
we know that the occasion of Jesus’ birth marked the 
beginning of God’s greatest gift  to the world. 
 While our birthdays will continue to be “our 
special day,” a time when others give us gift s, make 
a special eff ort to give us birthday greetings, or do 
something kind for us, perhaps it can also become a 
time when we show our gratitude to God by making a 

special gift  to support God’s mission in the world. 
 More than a dozen years ago, Covenant began 
an endowment with a gift  from the estate of one of our 
former members. Th roughout the last decade, that 
endowment has both grown through the growth in 
the stock market while also supporting our ministries 
with over $136,000 in funds.
 As we begin 2023, our trustees are working 
on plans to help grow the endowment to a value of 
over one million dollars to help support Covenant’s 

ministries far into the future. 
       We invite you to make a  gift  
of one dollar for every year of  
your life to “Our Covenant for 
the Future” Endowment Fund 
during your birthday month. 
While these gift s are modest, our 
combined birthday celebrations 
could raise over $10,000 per 
year.  
    An additional way that 
we can participate in this 

eff ort is by using our birthday month as a time to 
review our legal documents including our power of 
attorney documents,  our wills, and our benefi ciary 
designations. By including Covenant in our estate 
giving, we can continue to support the ministry of 
Christ done in and through this congregation long 
aft er our lives are over. 
 As we start a new year together, this is a great 
time to refl ect on how each of us wishes to celebrate the 
life God has given us as we circle the sun once again. 
Please consider contributing to the “Our Covenant 
for the Future” Endowment Fund this year, either 
through the Birthday Fund, by including Covenant in 
your estate giving, or both.   
 Grace & Peace, Pastor Dan



Session & Trustee Updates 2023
As we begin a New Year, session members Denise Haley, Kathy Saff ord and Janice Shute, Class of 2022, conclude their 
terms and Don Clark, Martha Hernandez, Bill Lucks and Michael McMains, Class of 2025, begin theirs. Heartfelt 
thanks to the Class of 2022, and heartfelt welcome to the Class of 2025! We also off er the same heartfelt thanks to 
Trustee Jay Pitcher, Class of 2022 (Jay fi lled the unexpired term of Frank Palladino aft er the Palladino's moved to the 
Austin area) and welcome to John Lorch, Class of 2025.  

Session ministry team responsibilities are as follows:
Adult Ministry - Demarius Douthit

Christian Education - Martha Hernandez
Clerk of Session/Personnel/Communications -  Paul Watson

Congregational Care -  Michael McMains
Evangelism -  Kathy Simmons

Fellowship  - Norma Jean Demmer
Finance and Stewardship - Don Clark

Maintenance and Technology -  Mike Flinn
Mission and Outreach - Bill Lucks

Planning  - Martha Wright
Young Adults and Youth - Karl Hays

Worship and Music - Marshall Nelson
Please pray for these leaders, all of whom have been called by God to lead this congregation.  And as we pray for 
them, may we continue to pray for our pastor, staff , and each other.

Help Us Celebrate Ismael Palomino's Retirement!
Ismael Palomino has served as our Custodian for more than 22 years. 
Th roughout the years, he has been so much more than a “Custodian.”  He 
has been a cheerful, kind helper to all who have asked (and many who didn’t 
even have to ask) for his assistance.  He has checked our building security 
every night, set up and took down tables and chairs for events, shopped for 
supplies, always knew where to fi nd things, and has been our go-to in so 
many other ways.  
 Ismael is retiring from full-time service as of December 31st, and we 
want to thank him and send him off  with our best wishes at a luncheon 
aft er church on Sunday, January 8th. He has been a constant presence here 
for all these many years, and it’s hard to imagine how things will be without 
him.  At the same time, we are excited for him as he begins a new chapter in 
his life. 

 Come celebrate with Ismael, his wife Patsy, and other family members and enjoy good food with good 
friends on this milestone special occasion.  
 Th e main dish of chicken and sausage is being prepared by one of our top-notch chefs, Lee Moreno, 
and a celebration cake and other desserts are also being provided by the church.  You are invited to bring a 
dish to share, as follows:

A - H  Vegetable Side Dish or Casserole
I - R   Salad - Green or Fruit

S - Z   Pinto or Baked Beans or Potato Salad
You’re also invited to bring a card or note conveying your warm wishes to Ismael, as well as any retirement 
gift  you would like to give to him. If you are not going to be able to attend, you can leave your card/note/
any gift  at the church.
 It will be a huge help in planning for you to confi rm your attendance by calling the church at (210) 342-
5253 to leave a RSVP message, or by emailing the church offi  ce at offi  ce@covenantcares.org with “RSVP” in 
the subject line, BY WEDNESDAY, January 4, 2023. 
 It will also be a huge help to have extra hands to help set up, serve, and clean up aft er the event.  Please 
add that information when you RSVP.  Get in touch with Norma Jean Demmer or Denise Haley for more 
information.

Happy New Year!  We look forward to seeing you on January 8th.



Advent Celebration! - Covenant’s Children had a BLAST learning about the 
season of Advent and making crafts. Children started the day with an act of service 
by assembling Compassion Bags to be distributed to those around our city who are 
hungry and might not have a permanent place to stay. Then, they began making several 
crafts that they could bring home that helped them understand the meaning of the 
season of Advent. Many thanks to our wonderful volunteers, Rebekah and Martha 
Hernandez for putting this event together. We really appreciate you! 

Community Matters By Denise Haley, Elder
A new friend recently asked me to tell her about our church.  She wanted to know what its strengths 
are, and my almost-immediate answer was that for me, our greatest strength is our community – 
the caring, loving, talented, interesting people that make up our church community, and how much 
community matters. We talked more about other strengths of our church, including preaching and 
worship, music, study, outreach, fellowship, and growing in our faith, and then we went back to 
relationships and the people in our community.  

In 2023, we’re going to tell stories about “community matters” in this space – stories in addition to 
the “news” in the newsletter about people, events, and the many other things that paint a picture of 
our community and help show that community matters.    

Here’s a story about one of those “many other things.”  Last month, the request went out on Sunday 
morning for cookies for a memorial service reception to be held the following Friday for Judy 
Willingham, a woman not known to many of us, but who has close family ties here through the 
Palladino family. Judy’s family anticipated close to 200 guests for a coff ee and cookies reception, 
and there were almost that many in attendance. A number of our bakers – more than a dozen -- 
happily provided a batch of their favorites, and we had a delightful spread of delicious cookies!  Our 
Memorial Service reception team, led by Pam Klinzing, arranged everything on Friday, and it all 
meant so much to the family. A huge Th ank You to our bakers – the guests at the reception could 
taste the love in every cookie.  

So, in 2023 we’ll share more stories and keep painting the picture of how community matters. We’re 
looking for stories, and storytellers!  If you’d like to “work” on the stories of people, events and the 
many things in our church that connect us as a community, let me know.  We’ll have fun and learn 
together.  Because now more than ever, Community Matters.



ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Holy Disruption: Discovering Advent in the Gospel of Mark by Tracy S. Daub

January 8th – February 12th - Emmaus Classroom @ 9:00am

Where's the baby? Th e Gospel of Mark doesn't have a nativity story--so where's the Advent 
message? It's in every aspect of Jesus' life, to his death and beyond.

Th e Incarnation--God come to earth in human form to be baptized, teach, heal, eat, and 
die--is what we celebrate at Christmas, and Mark shows us just how radical and celebration-
worthy it is!

Holy Disruption presents a fresh understanding of the holiness of Christmas grounded, 
not in a conventional cozy Christmas message, but through Mark's disquieting gospel 
which invites its readers to experience God's disruptive but transformative love for us and 
our world.

Weekly Small Group Bible Study
Make a Diff erence: Following Your Passion and 

Finding Your Place to Serve by James A. Harnish
Beginning the week of January 8th – week of February 12th

 Every day we see that things are not right in our world, and as followers of Jesus 
Christ, we have an impulse to do something about it. We long to connect our passions 
and gift s with the world's great needs, making a unique contribution for the healing of the 
world.
 In Make a Diff erence, author James A. Harnish helps you answer the questions 
"How can I contribute to God's healing work in this world?"; and "How can I fi nd my place 
to serve and make a diff erence?" Drawing upon biblical wisdom and real stories of real 
people who have found their place to serve, he provides practical guidance to help every 
disciple make a diff erence as a participant in God's transformation of the world.
 Covenant has several small groups that meet each week. For this study, we encourage 
participants to consider purchasing the book, Make a Diff erence: Following Your Passion 
and Finding Your Place to Serve by James A. Harnish and reading the corresponding chapter 
each week. For more information, please contact Chad Bosse (chad@covenantcares.org). 

Children’s Sunday School
9:00am - January 8th – February 5th

 Each Sunday, Covenant’s children 
gather at 9am to explore faith in a unique 
way! All children will gather together at 9am 
to participate in an opening time together. 
Th is opening time will feature music and 
energizers. Aft er this opening time, children 
will be dismissed into their classes to explore faith in a unique way.
 Beginning in January, the older children’s class will be led by Covenant’s Beautiful Minds Team. Each week’s 
lesson will foster knowledge, skills, and attitudes across fi ve areas of social and emotional competence, using the 
Bible and the CASEL Framework. Topics include: Self-Management, Responsible Decision Making, Relationship 
Skills, Social Awareness, and Self-Awareness. As each topic is introduced, children will explore the connection 
between faith and each competency. 

For more information on Covenant’s Children’s Classes, 
please contact Chad Bosse (chad@covenantcares.org). 



God's Love is Everywhere
On December 17th, our Covenant Community of church members, family member and friends, co-workers, 
community volunteers and our Scout Troop gathered at the church for our annual SAMMinistries Transitional 
Living and Learning Center (SAMM TLLC) Grocery Shopping Trip. Th e SAMM TLLC helps meet basic needs of 
families that are in transition to independence and self-reliance.  
 Shoppers received information about the number of adults and ages and genders of children in their family; 
each family has a number, which is used to label grocery bags at checkout. A spending budget was also provided, 
based on the number of people in a family.  In addition, shoppers were given a bag that included a cosmetic pouch 
with a few beauty items for the moms of each family; a big thanks to Beverly Burris and Jamye Pressly for their 
faithful ministry of putting together these extra-special gift s.  
 Aft er praying together and taking a group photo, everyone headed over to the Castle Hills HEB at 6000 West 
Avenue. Th e atmosphere was joyous and fun in HEB as our shoppers traveled the aisles and did their shopping, 
checked out in one of the two aisles reserved for us, and then delivered their groceries to the SAMM TLLC at 5922 
Blanco Rd.  Th e families came to the lobby to get their groceries and take them to their individual refrigerators, 
pantries, or to their apartments.  Each family also received a $50 HEB gift  card so they could do some extra shopping.
 All but two of the families at the TLLC are single-parent households.  As we fi nished delivering on Saturday, 
we learned of two new families and made plans to shop for them on Monday. Th en, as we were delivering our items 
for those new families, we found out there were two brand-new emergency move-ins, so it was back to HEB for 
more shopping.  It was our joy to be able to help!
 All of this is possible through contributions made throughout the year to a special fund known as the “James 
Payne Fund."  James Payne was a church member who had a passion to help support families in need; his daughter, 
Mary Houze, established this fund in his memory.  Pastor Dan sent a copy of the group photo seen here to Mr. 
Payne's grandson in Washington state; he had no idea about the fund inspired his grandfather and the impact it has 
had until he heard about it at his mother's memorial service a few years ago.
 Our thanks to SAMMinistries TLLC for their work in supporting families; for James Payne whose heart for 
supporting families in need has inspired countless volunteers throughout the years to serve others; and for these 
volunteers for answering the call to love their neighbors. Th anks also to the Missions and Outreach Ministry Team, 
led by SAMM TLLC Shopping Coordinator Vicki Moreno and Ministry Coordinator Gordon Smith, for organizing 
this event -- an event that reminds us that God's love is everywhere.  



Companionship
“Companionship is rooted in caring practices of spiritual 
community going back to the most ancient of faith traditions.” 
(Rev Craig Rennebohm, creator of the companionship model.)

I decided to return to Covenant following the death of my 
husband, Waid. I knew I needed a “community in faith.” I 
had gotten acquainted with Pastor Dan toward the end of 
Waid’s illness and knew my community would be Covenant 
when I was ready. (Waid had been attending Covenant’s 
Men’s Wednesday morning Bible Study for many years.)
My fi rst Sunday returning to Covenant I saw many familiar 

faces. I felt like I was “coming home.” One of the fi rst people I saw was Alice. We didn’t know each 
other very well when my family and I had attended Covenant in years past but we knew each other 
by name. Alice welcomed me then asked me to sit with her and told me she is, also, a widow. Th e 
next week when I attended church, Suzanne saw me and asked me to sit with her. Th at was the end of 
January 2020. By mid-March everything shut down because of the pandemic, including Covenant.
It was during this time that Pastor Dan created the Covenant Response Team made up of anyone 
who is/was in the Medical fi eld. As a team, we were concerned for the congregation, especially those 
who were a little older and who lived alone. It was during this time that some of us volunteered to 
reach out to those church members by phone. Alice and I became phone buddies. I would call her 
once a week and we’d visit. When the church opened up again in May of 2021, I did not return to 
services in person for a while, and I thought Alice had returned to church so my calls stopped until 
she called me wondering what happened? Good question!  So, in the fall of 2021, our weekly visits 
at her home began.  
I recently attended Alice’s surprise birthday party. What an honor to be included! I was the only 
non-family member, except her wonderful caregivers. It was at this time that I had the opportunity 
to get acquainted with Alice’s daughter Sandy and her family. I even got to meet Alice’s best friend/
sister in law, Lucille. She arrived from Dallas to surprise Alice! Th at was the most joyful experience! 
Th ey had not seen each other in 2 years!
Alice tells me our visits/friendship means a lot to her. What Alice may not realize is how important 
our friendship is to me, too!
I decided to do the course work to become certifi ed in the Bridges to Care program. Th e very fi rst 
workshop is called “Companionship.” I realized companionship is the cornerstone of the church. 
We are here to “be here” for each other. We share the common desire for worship, but we are 
also here to be part of a faith community. Th e Companionship workshop hones our skills for 
how best to companion someone/anyone. We are all in need of a companion/friend. Alice and I 
share our joys, sorrows, and concerns. We support each other in all life has to off er, the good as 
well as the not so good. Th is is what the church is about.
I would like to encourage everyone to attend the Companionship workshop. We all have our own 
ways of developing friendship, and this workshop shows us a really kind, loving way to enhance 
what we already do and further our Companionship skills.  

By: Mary Rogers



Your fi nancial gift s help to support the life and ministry of the church.  
Please consider contributing to both of the funds below.

OPERATIONS FUND
Contributions to the Operations Fund support the budget. Th is includes educational ministries, worship & music, 
fellowship & congregational care, the operation/upkeep of the church facilities (including utilities, maintenance 
repairs, & building improvements), and staff  salaries.

UNDESIGNATED MISSIONS FUND
Contributions to this fund will be allocated by the Missions Committee as needs and opportunities arise 
throughout the year. Th is will include gift s to local and global disasters in addition to ongoing support for our 
mission partnerships of the church.  Funds will also help support our church Community Garden.

Th ere are several easy ways to donate to the church:
ONLINE BILL PAY - Automate Your Contribution
Your bank has an online service called Bill Pay.  You can set up “Covenant Presbyterian Church” as the “payee” 
and schedule either a one-time or recurring payments to the church. Your bank will mail a check to the church 
offi  ce  automatically, as oft en as you like.  For example, some members schedule one check a month and others 
have their checks scheduled to mail weekly to the church. Please contact Bethany Borak in the Church Offi  ce for 
more information on how to set up online bill pay with your bank. 
ZELLE APP
If you are able to use Zelle (an app that you download on your phone) for your giving to the church, it is a 
quick way to donate funds and have them deposited immediately. To fi nd us on Zelle, contact the Church Offi  ce 
for our username to locate our church. In making your donation, when it asks “What’s this for?” please enter 
“Operations,” “Missions,” or whatever designation that you wish it to go towards.  
OFFERING PLATE or MAIL A CHECK TO THE CHURCH
Cash/Check off erings can be put in the off ering plate as you leave church on Sunday mornings OR feel free to 
send checks  to our church mailbox.  We pick up the mail daily.  Our mailing address is:  
Covenant Presbyterian Church, 211 Roleto Drive, San Antonio, TX 78213.

5th Saturday…on the 1st Saturday 
We postponed the December 5th Saturday workday a week, since the 5th Saturday was 
December 31st. Help us start the new year with a clean plate. We are going to be cleaning out 
and organizing the kitchen. Also we will be decorating for Ismael’s retirement party. Come help 
us accomplish this on Saturday, January 7th from 8:30am - 11:00am. Join us for some cleaning, 
some food and some decorating!
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• Church News by Email – We send an email several times a month 
to inform members and friends on church news and events.  Email 
offi  ce@covenantcares.org to have your email added to the list.

• Website:  www.covenantcares.org - See recorded sermon videos, weekly 
devotionals, access to event calendar, and links to Bible Studies.

• Watch Live Worship Services on Facebook
                   https://www.facebook.com/covenant.satx/
• Prayer Chain – send an email to covenantprayerchain211@gmail.com


